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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Application filed 29 Oct. 2003. 

2. Claims 1-45 are pending in this case. Claims 1 and 16 are independent claims. 



Claim Objections 

3. Claim 38 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 38 is a duplicate of 
Claim 34. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lyons et al. (Pat. No.: 4,989,141; Filed: Jun. 1, 1987) (hereinafter 'Lyons') in view 
of Clancey et al. (Pat. No.: US 6,292,811 B1; Filed: July 13, 1998) (hereinafter 
'Clancey'). 

Regarding independent claim 1, Lyons discloses in a computerized accounting 
system, in which rows of a financial report generated by the accounting system are 
defined by a user-configurable chart template, a method of creating the chart template 
comprising the steps of: 

displaying a visual representation of the chart template via a user interface, the 
visual representation corresponding to at least one section of the financial report (col. 
11, lines 18-40; col. 14, lines 3-13; Table IV; Lyons displays a visual representation of 
the chart template via a user interface.). 

receiving an input for a header/total pair for insertion into the at least one section 
of the financial report, the header/total pair defining a header row and a corresponding 
total row for inclusion in the financial report (col. 1 1 , lines 27-30; col. 1 3, lines 1 0-25; 



Application/Control Number: Page 4 

10/696,768 

Art Unit: 2176 

Tables IV; Lyons discloses displaying a fill in screen in which the user specifying the 
number of rows and columns required to hold the data on the template and description 
field/header.). 

associating a rule with the detail line, the rule defining which accounts of the 
accounting system are to be listed between the header row and the corresponding total 
row of the financial report (col. 14, lines 13-28; col. 19, lines 24-36; col. 23, lines 1-37; 
col. 24, lines 3-16; Table XV; Lyons discloses associating a rule with the detail line.). 

Lyons discloses the user choosing the ranges (detailed line) for display in the 
order which they are to be displayed on the Query report (col. 19, lines 24-36; Table 
XIII). Lyons does not expressly disclose receiving an input for a detail line associated 
with the header/total pair. 

Clancey teaches receiving an input for a detail line associated with the 
header/total pair (col. 9, lines 48-67; col. 13, lines 36-67; Clancey teaches inserting 
financial section within a mockup financial statement, e.g. gross profit, costs net sales 
and cost of sales. The Examiner concludes the mockup financial statement is 
analogous with a template a they both show the appearance of the financial statement 
so that a user can see how an editing operation changes the appearance of the 
financial statement (col. 5, lines 57-63).). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
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database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Lyons discloses the method of claim 1 further 
comprising assigning an account category to the header/total pair (col. 2, lines 43-45; 
col. 1 1 , lines 1 8-21 ; Lyons discloses assigning an account category to the header/total 
pair.). 

Regarding dependent claim 3, Lyons discloses the method of claim 2 further 
comprising assigning an account category to each account in the accounting system 
and wherein the rule requires that all accounts associated with the detail line be of the 
account category of the associated header/total pair (col. 12, lines 55-62; col. 14, lines 
3-12; Table XV). 

Regarding dependent claim 4, Lyons discloses the method of claim 1 further 
comprising presenting a list of acceptable account categories assignable to the 
header/total pair based on the at least one section (col. 12, lines 55-62; col. 15, line 58- 
col. 16, line 14; Lyons discloses a define function which allows the user to select column 
and row headings. Thus Lyons teaches/suggest the concept of presenting a list of 
acceptable account categories assignable to the header/total pair based on the at least 
one section, e.g. SALES.). 
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Regarding dependent claim 5, Lyons discloses the method of claim 1 further 
comprising assigning a level to the header/total pair (col. 16, lines 32-67; Lyons 
discloses levels of column and row headings.). 

Regarding dependent claim 6, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 5 wherein the level determines the indentation of the header and total rows in 
the financial report. 

Clancey teaches wherein the level determines the indentation of the header and 
total rows in the financial report (col. 17, lines 50-55; Clancey teaches a formatting tool 
which changes the appearance of the text in the financial statement, e.g. bold, italic and 
indent. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill 
of the art to modify Clancey teaching wherein the level determines the indentation of the 
header and total rows in the financial report.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 7, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 5 wherein the level selectively determines whether the header and total rows 
are displayed in the financial report. 

Clancey teaches wherein the level selectively determines whether the header 
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and total rows are displayed in the financial report (col. 16, lines 45-65; Clancey teaches 
the user can hide a term appearing in the mockup financial statement. The row 
corresponding to this term is then not displayed on the mockup financial statement.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 8, Lyons discloses the method of claim 5 further 
comprising assigning a level to the header/total pair and a level to the detail line, 
wherein the level of the detail line is greater than the level of the header/total pair (col. 
16, lines 32-28; col. 19, lines 24-36; Table XIII; Lyons discloses the user choosing the 
ranges (detailed line) for display in the order which they are to be displayed on the 
Query report. Lyons also discloses relative levels of column and row headings and 
specifying available range (detail line) values for use as row headings.). 

Regarding dependent claim 9, Lyons discloses the method of claim 1 wherein 
each account in the accounting system includes an account code and wherein the rule 
associated with the detail line is based on a range of account codes (col. 12, lines 55- 
62; col. 14, lines 10-13; TABLE VI; Lyons discloses/suggest account code and wherein 
the rule associated with the detail line is based on a range of account codes, e.g. AMT 
and ISI.). 
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Regarding dependent claim 10, Lyons discloses the method of claim 9 wherein 
the range of account codes is a subset of a range of permissible account codes 
associated with an account category of the corresponding header/total pair (col. 1 2, 
lines 55-62; col. 16, lines 59-60;TABLE VI). 

Regarding dependent claim 11, Lyons discloses the method of claim 1 wherein 
the rule associated with the detail line is based on a filter of account criteria (col. 15, 
lines 58-63; col. 16, lines 59-60;TABLE VI). 

Regarding dependent claim 12, Lyons discloses the method of claim 1 further 
comprising displaying a visual representation of the chart template wherein the detail 
line is replaced by a list of all accounts associated with the detail line by the rule (col. 
11, lines 18-40; col. 14, lines 3-13; Table IV; Lyons displays a visual representation of 
the chart template via a user interface.). 

Regarding dependent claim 13, Lyons discloses the method of claim 1 wherein 
the section is a balance sheet (col. 9, line 46-col. 10, line 5; Lyons discloses furnishing 
data in a balance sheet, thus the section is a balance sheet.). 
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Regarding dependent claim 14, Lyons discloses the method of claim 1 wherein 
the section is an income statement (col. 9, line 46-col. 10, line 5; Lyons discloses 
furnishing data in an income statement, thus the section is a income statement.). 

Regarding dependent claim 15, Lyons discloses the method of claim 1 wherein 
the input for the header/total pair includes a caption for the header row (col. 1 3, lines 
16-25; Lyons discloses creating captions for the column and row headings.). 

Regarding independent claim 16, Lyons discloses in a computerized 
accounting system with access to a database of accounts, each account having account 
data associated therewith, the account data including account name and account 
financial information, a method of generating a financial report comprising the steps of: 

displaying a user-configurable chart template to a user of the system 
via a user-interface (col. 1 1 , lines 18-40; col. 14, lines 3-13; Table IV; Lyons displays a 
visual representation of the chart template via a user interface.). 

associating a rule with each detail line of the chart template, each 
respective rule defining a subset of accounts to be grouped together in the 
financial report (col. 14, lines 13-28; col. 19, lines 24-36; col. 23, lines 1-37; col. 24, 
lines 3-16; Table XV; Lyons discloses associating a rule with the detail line.). 

Lyons discloses the user choosing the ranges (detailed line) for display in the 
order which they are to be displayed on the Query report (col. 19, lines 24-36; Table 
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XIII). Lyons does not expressly disclose receiving inputs into the chart template, each 
input defining a respective detail line; 

retrieving from the database account data for each account associated with the 
detail lines of the chart template; 

merging the retrieved account data into the financial report, the financial report 
having columns for account name and account financial information; 

the rows of information in the financial report grouped according to the detail 
lines of the chart template, and 

presenting the financial report to the user. 

Clancey teaches receiving inputs into the chart template, each input defining a 
respective detail line (col. 9, lines 48-67; col. 13, lines 36-67; Clancey teaches inserting 
financial section within a mockup financial statement, e.g. gross profit, costs net sales 
and cost of sales. The Examiner concludes the mockup financial statement is 
analogous with a template a they both show the appearance of the financial statement 
so that a user can see how an editing operation changes tht appearance of the financial 
statement (col. 5, lines 57-63).). 

retrieving from the database account data for each account associated with the 
detail lines of the chart template (col. 9, lines 48-67; col. 20, lines 14-47; Clancey 
teaches populating terms (detail statements) based upon the section name.). 
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merging the retrieved account data into the financial report, the financial report 
having columns for account name and account financial information (col. 20, lines 1 4- 
47; col. 25, lines 15-30). 

the rows of information in the financial report grouped according to the detail 
lines of the chart template (col. 8, lines 1-25; Clancey teaches individual financial 
term/detail line may be selected from a list as a subtype of a selected section type. Thus 
Clancey teaches the concept of the rows of information in the financial report grouped 
according to the detail lines of the chart template.). 

presenting the financial report to the user (col. 2, lines 22-23; Clancey teaches 
displaying the statement to the user.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 17, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 16 wherein, when displaying the user-configurable chart template to the user, 
the chart template is initially blank. 

Clancey teaches when displaying the user-configurable chart template to the 
user, the chart template is initially blank (col. 6, lines 46-57; Clancey teaches the user 
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may create a new statement based upon a financial statement template or the user may 
open an empty statement.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 18, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 16 wherein, when displaying the user-configurable chart template to the user, 
the chart template already includes at least one pre-defined detail line. 

Clancey teaches displaying the user-configurable chart template to the user, the 
chart template already includes at least one pre-defined detail line (col. 6, lines 46-57; 
col. 8, lines 36-44; col. 9, lines 30-34; Clancey teaches predefined income statement 
templates which include several sections. Each section includes one or more financial 
terms/detail lines.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 19, Lyons disclose the method of claim 16 further 
comprising the step of validating the chart template to identify any accounts in the 
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database not associated with at least one detail line of the chart template (col. 8, lines 
48-52; col. 24, lines 17-19; Lyons discloses a validation function for validating data. The 
Examiner concludes at the time of the invention, one of ordinary skill in the art could 
modify Lyons teaching for validating the chart template to identify any accounts in the 
database not associated with at least one detail line of the chart template.). 

Regarding dependent claim 20, Lyons disclose the method of claim 16 further 
comprising the step of validating the chart template to identify any accounts in the 
database associated with more than one detail line of the chart template (col. 32, lines 
26-41 & 51-63; Lyons discloses determining if SEPT values are valid in one or more 
input template. Thus Lyons teaches the concept validating the chart template to identify 
any accounts in the database associated with more than one detail line of the chart 
template.). 

Regarding dependent claim 21, Lyons discloses the method of claim 16 further 
comprising the step of receiving further inputs into the chart template, each further input 
defining header rows and total rows for inclusion in the financial report (col. 1 1 , lines 27- 
30; col. 13, lines 10-25; Tables IV; Lyons discloses displaying a fill in screen in which 
the user specifying the number of rows and columns required to hold the data on the 
template and description field/header.). 
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Regarding dependent claim 22, Lyons discloses the method of claim 16 further 
comprising the step of receiving further inputs into the chart template, each further input 
defining a header/total pairs, and wherein each respective detail line is associated with 
one of the header/total pairs (col. 14, lines 13-28; col. 19, lines 24-36; col. 23, lines 1- 
37; col. 24, lines 3-16; Table XV; Lyons discloses associating a rule with the detail line, 
wherein each respective detail line is associated with one of the header/total pairs.). 

Regarding dependent claim 23, Lyons discloses the method of claim 22 further 
comprising the step of assigning an account category to each respective header/total 
pair (col. 2, lines 43-45; col. 11, lines 18-21; Lyons discloses assigning an account 
category to the header/total pair.). 

Regarding dependent claim 24, Lyons discloses the method of claim 23 further 
comprising assigning an account category to each account in the database and wherein 
the rule associated with each respective detail line requires that all accounts associated 
with the respective detail line be of the account category of the associated header/total 
pair (col. 12, lines 55-62; col. 14, lines 3-12; Table XV). 

Regarding dependent claim 25, Lyons discloses the method of claim 22 further 
comprising assigning a level to each respective header/total pair and each respective 
detail line (col. 16, lines 32-67; Lyons discloses levels of column and row headings.). 
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Regarding dependent claim 26, Lyons discloses the method of claim 25 
wherein each header/total pair defines a respective header row and a respective 
corresponding total row for inclusion in the financial report (col. 1 1 , lines 27-30; col. 1 3, 
lines 10-25; Tables IV; Lyons discloses displaying a fill in screen in which the user 
specifying the number of rows and columns required to hold the data on the template 
and description field/header.). 

Lyons does not expressly disclose wherein the level determines the indentation 
of each respective header and total row in the financial report. 

Clancey teaches wherein the level determines the indentation of each respective 
header and total row in the financial report (col. 1 7, lines 50-55; Clancey teaches a 
formatting tool which changes the appearance of the text in the financial statement, e.g. 
bold, italic and indent. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill of the art to modify Clancey teaching wherein the level determines the 
indentation of the header and total rows in the financial report.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 27, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 25 wherein the level selectively determines whether each respective header 
and total rows are displayed in the financial report. 
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Clancey teaches wherein the level selectively determines whether each 
respective header and total rows are displayed in the financial report (col. 1 6, lines 45- 
65; Clancey teaches the user can hide a term appearing in the mockup financial 
statement. The row corresponding to this term is then not displayed on the mockup 
financial statement.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 28, Lyons discloses the method of claim 27 
wherein the user determines up to what level the financial report includes (col. 1 6, lines 
32-67; Lyons discloses levels of column and row headings.). 

Regarding dependent claim 29, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 25 wherein the level determines the indentation of the account names of each 
accounts associated with a respective detail line. 

Clancey teaches wherein the level determines the indentation of the account 
names of each accounts associated with a respective detail line (col. 17, lines 50-55; 
Clancey teaches a formatting tool which changes the appearance of the text in the 
financial statement, e.g. bold, italic and indent. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill of the art to modify Clancey teaching 
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wherein the level determines the indentation of the account names of each accounts 
associated with a respective detail line.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 30, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 25 wherein the level selectively determines whether accounts associated with 
each respective detail line are displayed in the financial report. 

Clancey teaches wherein the level selectively determines whether accounts 
associated with each respective detail line are displayed in the financial report (col. 1 6, 
lines 45-65; Clancey teaches the user can hide a term appearing in the mockup 
financial statement. The row corresponding to this term is then not displayed on the 
mockup financial statement.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 



Regarding dependent claim 31, Lyons discloses the method of claim 16 
wherein each account in the database includes an account code and wherein the rule 
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associated with each respective detail line is based on a range of account codes (col. 
12, lines 55-62; col. 14, lines 10-13; TABLE VI; Lyons discloses/suggest account code 
and wherein the rule associated with the detail line is based on a range of account 
codes, e.g. AMT and ISI.). 

Regarding dependent claim 32, Lyons discloses the method of claim 16 
wherein the rule associated with each respective detail line is based on a filter of 
account criteria (col. 15, lines 58-63; col. 16, lines 59-60;TABLE VI). 

Regarding dependent claim 33, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 16 further comprising receiving a request from the user for generation of the 
financial report. 

Clancey teaches receiving a request from the user for generation of the financial 
report (col. 2, lines 15-34; Clancey teaches receiving a request from the user for 
generation of the financial report.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 
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Regarding dependent claims 34 and 38, Lyons does not expressly disclose the 
method of claim 16 further comprising the step of presenting the user with a list of 
available financial reports. 

Clancey teaches presenting the user with a list of available financial reports (col. 
8, lines 1-11; Clancey teaches presenting the user with a list of available financial 
reports.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61) 

Regarding dependent claim 35, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 16 wherein funds are defined in the accounting system and wherein the rows of 
information in the financial report are further sorted by such funds. 

Clancey teaches wherein funds are defined in the accounting system and 
wherein the rows of information in the financial report are further sorted by such funds 
(col. 9, lines 48-67; col. 13, lines 36-67; Clancey teaches inserting financial section 
within a mockup financial statement, e.g. gross profit, costs net sales and cost of sales. 
Thus, the rows of information in the financial report are sorted by such funds.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
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database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 36, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 16 wherein the step of presenting the financial report comprises displaying the 
financial report on a computer screen. 

Clancey teaches presenting the financial report comprises displaying the 
financial report on a computer screen (col. 2, lines 22-23; Clancey teaches displaying 
the statement to the user.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 37, Lyons discloses the method of claim 16 
wherein the step of presenting the financial report comprises printing the financial report 
(col. 16, lines 64-68; Lyons discloses providing the user a choice between sending the 
report to a printer or an electronic work-sheet.). 

Regarding dependent claim 39, Lyons discloses the method of claim 16 further 
comprising the step of saving the chart template (col. 9, lines 52-55; Lyons discloses a 
sub-menu which allows the user to LIST existing templates. Thus the Examiners 
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concludes there exist a mechanism which allows the template to be stored/saved within 
a database.). 

Regarding dependent claim 40, Lyons discloses the method of claim 16 further 
comprising displaying a visual representation of the chart template wherein each 
respective detail line is replaced by a list of all accounts associated by the rule of the 
respective detail line (col. 1 1 , lines 18-40; col. 14, lines 3-13; Table IV; Lyons displays a 
visual representation of the chart template via a user interface.). 

Regarding dependent claim 41, Lyons discloses the method of claim 16 
wherein the chart template corresponds to a section of the financial report (col. 9, line 
46-col. 10, line 5; Lyons discloses furnishing data in an income statement, thus the 
section is a income statement.). 

Regarding dependent claim 42, Lyons discloses the method of claim 41 
wherein the section is a balance sheet (col. 9, line 46-col. 10, line 5; Lyons discloses 
furnishing data in a balance sheet, thus the section is a balance sheet.). 

Regarding dependent claim 43, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 42 wherein each detail line has an associated account category and wherein 
the account category of each detail line in the balance sheet section of the chart 
template is one or more of the group of assets, liabilities, and net assets. 
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Clancey teaches wherein each detail line has an associated account category 
and wherein the account category of each detail line in the balance sheet section of the 
chart template is one or more of the group of assets, liabilities, and net assets (col. 9, 
lines 48-67; col. 13, lines 36-67; Clancey teaches inserting financial section within a 
mockup financial statement, e.g. gross profit, costs net sales and cost of sales. Thus, 
the account category of each detail line in the balance sheet section of the chart 
template is one or more of the group of assets, liabilities, and net assets.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

Regarding dependent claim 44, Lyons discloses the method of claim 41 
wherein the section is an income statement (col. 9, line 46-col. 10, line 5; Lyons 
discloses furnishing data in an income statement, thus the section is a income 
statement.). 

Regarding dependent claim 45, Lyons does not expressly disclose the method 
of claim 44 wherein each detail line has an associated account category and wherein 
the account category of each detail line in the income statement section of the chart 
template is one or more of the group of revenue, expense, gift, transfer, gain, and loss. 

Clancey teaches wherein each detail line has an associated account category 
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and wherein the account category of each detail line in the income statement section of 
the chart template is one or more of the group of revenue, expense, gift, transfer, gain, 
and loss (col. 9, lines 48-67; col. 13, lines 36-67; Clancey teaches inserting financial 
section within a mockup financial statement, e.g. gross profit, costs net sales and cost 
of sales. Thus, the account category of each detail line in the income statement section 
of the chart template is one or more of the group of revenue, expense, gift, transfer, 
gain, and loss.). 

Therefore at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Clancey with Lyons for the benefit of creating 
database templates customized for particular vendors, financial data suppliers or 
company-specific formats, hence to generate a financial statement (col. 5, lines 56-61). 

6. It is noted that any citations to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the 
prior art references and any interpretation of the reference should not be considered to 
be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon 
for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. 
See MPEP 2123. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James J. Debrow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5768. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JAMES DEBROW 
EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 2176 

/(Doug Mutton/ 
Doug Hutton 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



